






Greenland 
Complex, 
A “Mafia” 
Business 
Centre 

by Douglas Ncube | @The_CBNews

believe that the complex 
is used as a campaign 

tool to buy youths’ votes 
by politicians who give 

them freedom to conduct 
unregistered business 

dealings at the premises.

“The politicians are using the area to lure 
votes and it has become one case of irregular 
land use which the municipality has failed 
to address owing to the reasons that the 
beneficiaries are associated with Zanu PF 
or connected to senior politicians,” says 
Nare who argues that the area has become 
a security threat within the community due 
to numerous criminal cases reported in 
the area.

Nare adds: “From our investigations, the 
local councillor Ntuthuko Ndebele, is said 
to be part of the Greenland executive 
as a patron. Anyone is allowed into the 
premises as a customer but no one can 
enforce any bylaws or regulations as there is 
an organised militia which reacts violently 
to that.”

Another resident, Dingilizwe Ndlovu 
concurs with Nare and adds that the 
environment at the complex is ‘hostile and 
intimidating.’ 

“Almost every youth operating in that 
complex is politically affiliated with the 
ruling party which makes us believe that 
the councillors are using the premises as a 
political gimmick to buy votes as this was 
the case in 2018,” Ndlovu says. 

“At first it used to be better but it has 
become worse over the years. There are 
suspected CIOs around the complex and 
youths from the ruling party making it 

W ellington Nare never imagined seeing 
a ‘mafia business centre’ in Gwanda, 

a growing mining town which is also the 
Matabeleland South provincial capital. Greenland 
complex, described as a ‘mafia business centre’ by 
locals because of illegal activities at the premises, 
is located in Phakama Township, Ward 8. 

A business complex in Gwanda, Matabeleland 
South provincial capital, designed to incubate 
youth initiatives has been turned into a mafia 
business hub and residents believe youths 
involved in illicit activities at the centre are 
being protected by big wigs from the governing 
party (Zanu PF) in exchange for votes. 

“In terms of their initial application made to 
the council in 2018, it is said they (applicants) 
wanted to create a youth centre but the current 
activities at the place are far from it,” says Nare, 
the secretary general of Gwanda Residents 
Association.

“It’s now a vuzu centre, a mafia business centre.”

Nare is one of the many 
Gwanda town residents who 



evident that it’s their place and they are using it 
to lure votes.”

But Ward 8 councillor 
Ntuthuko Ndebele, who is also 
the patron of the Greenland 

complex, says while Zanu-
PF youths outnumber youths 
from other political parties, it 
is politically incorrect to allege 

that the place is used to lure 
votes.

“Yes, youths can vote for me but this should be 
based on how I am helping them because I think 
we’re in-line with the president’s 2030 vision 
which seeks to provide employment to youths,” 
he says. 

“Currently, the complex has provided space to 
close to 150 youths whereas over 250 youths failed 
to secure spaces due to limitations. Unfortunately, 
I can’t give specific details pertaining to each 
shop owner’s political affiliations but I think 
we’re all benefitting. The challenge now is that 
some youths there are selling alcohol…”

The Greenland complex has many small tuck 
shops which range from butcheries, barbershops, 
bars, restaurants, bakeries and car washes. The 
place, which residents say has various unplanned 
buildings, is always packed with people in need 
of services on offer.

Despite its busy nature and 
location near a perennial flow 
of sewage in Manzamnyama 

River, there is only one toilet. 

Residents fear this could be a health time bomb 
as patrons are treating the river as an open 

defecation exposing them to fecal related 
diseases such as diarrhoea.

The residents have recognised the place 
as a breeding ground for criminals as 
it harbours ‘amabhambadzi’ (artisanal 
miners) who enjoy all sorts of illegal drugs 
and substances from unlicensed bars.

Attempts to get a comment from at least 
one shop owner operating at the Greenland 
complex were in vain.

Gwanda Mayor Councillor Njabulo Siziba 
was not keen on responding to questions 
when reached for comment.

The Citizen Bulletin engaged the mayor 
from February 21, 2022 to the time of 
publishing, but to no avail. 

Unofficial sources at the Municipality of 
Gwanda confirmed that a number of shop 
owners are operating without any licenses 
at the Greenland complex citing that the 
local authority fears retribution while 
enforcing the town’s bylaws.



US$ Billing Angers Poor 
Gwanda Ratepayers
Access to social services such as water is a basic human right but plans to dollarize will see 
many poor families being cut off.

by Melody C. Mpande | @The_CBNews

A ll that Simangaliso Maphosa, a 30-year-
old mother of two, wants is access to 

clean water and other services from the local 
authority.     “

Effectively, this means the poor and 
those without forex have been cut 
off from accessing social services.

Simangaliso Maphosa, a mother of two

 ”

But her hopes to continue accessing the services 
are vanishing, Maphosa says as she expresses 
outrage over council’s decision to bill ratepayers 
in foreign currency.

“This council makes my existence almost 
impossible,” says Maphosa.



Like Maphosa, dozens of poor residents in Gwanda 
have blasted the council for proposing to dollarize 
services as the local currency slides.

A number of businesses are pricing their goods 
and services in US dollars as the economy fast re-
dollarises.

But residents accused the local authority of 
ambushing them without consultation.

“The greatest failure of council as an institution is 
taking decisions without the input of residents,” 
says one Gwanda resident, Nqobile Hlabangani.

Another resident Duduzile Siziba says: “If the 
residents were involved in the consultations, there 
could be clear facts on areas where payments are 
to be done in USD.”

Gwanda mayor councilor Njabulo Siziba says 
billing residents in USD is justified as he argued that 
the same people who are complaining are buying 
fast foods in forex.

     “
We understand the difficult 

times including that civil 
servants are earning RTGS 
but these are the same civil 
servants you find at Chicken 
inn buying food with forex.

Njabulo Siziba, Gwanda Council Mayor quoted 
in the media

 ”
But the statement triggered a lot of debate with 
some residents feeling it was careless, reckless and 
insensitive.

One resident, Melusi Dube asks: “Should 
the Council make decisions for the masses 
because of business outlets that take forex?”

“These are some issues affecting our peace 
as a community...We need to engage Council 
officials and ask them if they still represent 
the people or their stomachs.”

Gwanda Residents Association 
Representative Wellington Nare says council 
services must never be priced in forex when 
the majority are earning in local currency.

Access to social services is a basic right, he 
adds.

“The basic service delivery cannot be priced 
in foreign currency when people are earning 
RTGS.  Yes it's time to dollarise but it has to 
start at central government level down to 
local authorities not the other way round,” 
says Nare.

Zimbabwe re-introduced the local currency 
in 2019, ending a decade of dollarization. 
Central government has said there is no 
going back to dollarization.

But many Zimbabweans complain that 
goods and services are still priced in other 
currencies.

While the country’s majority earn in local 
currency dollars, goods ranging from bricks 
to groceries have their prices pegged in U.S. 
dollars in several retail shops.

The Gwanda Mayor says the local 
authority also needs the US dollars 

to continue providing services.

“We cannot afford to procure for example, 
fuel using RTGS. Only forex is usable,” Siziba 
says.

“But we are saying things that touch the daily 
lives of people like water will continue to be 
paid in local currency.”



Residents Feud With Council 
Over Green City Strategy

VICTORIA FALLS

While authorities at the Victoria Falls 
Municipality believe they are on the right path 
towards modernizing the country’s most visited 
resort city, their failure to consult residents 
could pose serious threats to their efforts.

by Bokani Mudimba | @The_CBNews

A fter attaining a city status in December 
2020, the Victoria Falls City Council says 

turning the resort town into a green city is a 
priority.

 “It is not clear how residents will participate 
in this strategic plan yet we should know 
what role we will have to play as ratepayers,” 
Johnson Ndlovu, a senior resident says.
  
“Residents are ratepayers and should 
be concerned and be involved. Green 
city is a new term that is coming up 
which needs to be explained to people 
through education by council. There 
is a need for a platform to air views 
and have roles and expectations 
explained.”
Johnson Ndlovu
 
“Women and youth are the worst affected 

But residents feel divorced from the plan because 
they were not consulted on the green city’s 
strategic plan now awaiting implementation.



when there is poor service delivery resulting 
from poor planning and lack of consultation,” 
says Nomqhele Siziba, director of Youth 
Invest, a trust that deals with interests of 
women and youth in Victoria Falls.
 
Siziba says not involving women and youth 
in the consultation processes creates a 
development gap.
 
“The ordinary resident should be educated 
on what a strategic plan is and how they 
can be involved. This extends to usage of 
funds like devolution funds because mostly 
no consultation is made and people just see 
projects being done,” Siziba says.
 
“People that hold public office should 
remember that they get power from citizens 
who should be included in planning and 
people themselves should also demand 
meaningful participation especially the youth 
so, we cultivate a culture of civic engagement.”
 
Victoria Falls City Council has in the past 
clashed with residents who have accused the 
local authority of failing to engage them.
 
Mayor Somveli Dlamini says the council is 
reviewing its strategic plan to fit into the 
green-city strategy.
 
A green city, also referred to as eco-city or 
smart city, is a modern urban area where 
there is promotion of sustainable service 

provision and development is done 
with consideration for socio-economic 
and environmental impact on existing 

populations and future generations.
 
“We want to speed up the review process of our 
strategic plan so that we align it with the green 
city strategy and the National Development 
Strategy (NDS1) to improve service delivery,” 
Dlamini says.
 
The NDS1 is the government’s 5-year blueprint 
launched by President Emmerson Mnangagwa 

in 2020.
 
Council management has been courting 
investors, and has also engaged public service 
consultants in the crafting of the strategic 
plan.
The strategic plan will guide the local 
authority in its environmental management 
drive towards achieving goals for a smart 
green city status through promoting the use 
of renewable energy sources including solar 
power.
 
This is aimed at preserving the environment 
and attracting wildlife closer to tourists and 
boosting revenue generation as Victoria Falls’ 
economy is solely dependent on tourism.
 
Council will also establish community policing 
structures to promote localised management 
of natural resources through participation of 
residents.
 
The tourism city envisions becoming 
Africa’s leading green destination through 
mainstreaming global warming and climate 
change issues in its strategic plan.
 
Council also wants Victoria Falls to be the 
first city in the country to have reliable 
clean portable running water under a Water, 
Sanitation and Hygiene (Wash) project.
 
“The US$15 million Wash project involves 
overhauling the towns’ water and sewer 
reticulation management system,” Town 
Engineer, Sherinah Sibanda says.
 
The Wash project has been failing to take 
off for a number of years because of lack of 
funding.
 
“In our planning, we are saying buffer zones 
should be maintained as animal corridors so 
that we become a clean or green city,” says 
Town Clerk Ronnie Dube.
 
“We conceived our strategic plan in 2018 



and we are doing a review now so that we 
have a clear plan that we can align to central 
government programmes.”
 
“Central government does the planning and 
budgeting and all programmes are naturally 
implemented at a local level which is why we 
want to review our five-year strategic plan.”
 
The city’s population is estimated to have 
grown beyond 40 000 from around 33 000 
in 2012 while infrastructure has not been 
upgraded.

Victoria Falls Combined Residents Association 
chair Kelvin Moyo says the strategic plan 
should have the input of residents.
 
“We are looking forward to seeing it 
implemented. The key thing is service delivery 
and this can only happen if there is a clear 
strategic plan,” Moyo says.
 
Tourism operators want the council to speed 
up the process of crafting its blueprint to 
manage environmentally harmful practices 
such as haphazard construction developments 
that are affecting tourism.
 
There have been several infrastructural 
developments in the city despite Victoria Falls 
being a world heritage site which should be 
kept in its pristine state.
 
The buffer zone that used to act as an animal 
corridor between the highway and human 
settlement has been destroyed due to the 
construction developments.
 
“We need a clear masterplan showing ‘red 
zones’ and areas of no development so that 
we game corridors in and around the town,” 
Yvonne Handles, a tourism executive adds.





Shortage Of Qualified 
Teachers Endangers Nambya 
In 2013, Nambya was recognised in the Zimbabwean Constitution alongside 15 others but 
since then the language has been struggling to establish itself as a dominant language 
in Hwange, where it is mostly spoken. The shortage of qualified teachers poses a serious 
threat to the survival of the language.  

by Lethokuhle Nkomo | @The_CBNews

T he Hwange community was happy when 
Nambya was introduced as one of the 

examinable subjects, with some learners seeing 
themselves as Nambya educationists, and even 
Professors in future.

“Speaking and learning Nambya has always 
been my dream, one day I want to be one of the 
Nambya speaking Professors who will raise the 
flag of the Nambya community high,” a Form 
2 pupil at Chilisa Secondary School in Hwange 
says.

It was elevated to Ordinary and Advanced Level 
examination level beginning 2015.

Prior to 2015, the previous Constitution 
recognised only Ndebele and Shona as 
examinable indigenous languages in 
schools.

But research done by The Citizen Bulletin 
shows that there are a few teachers who 
speak the language, a situation that has 
seen many learners choosing Ndebele not 
their native Nambya.

Learners in Hwange are given an option of 
choosing between Nambya and Ndebele.

Gabriel Shoko, one of the custodians of 



the Nambya culture, says dreams of elevating the 
Nambya language are being shattered by lack of 
qualified Nambya teachers.

     “
I blame the responsible authorities 

for this. The Nambya language, 
like any other language, needs a 
professional teacher to educate 

the learners.
Gabriel Shoko

”
“We appreciate the establishment of Hwange 
Teachers College and we are hoping that the college 
will also produce teachers who are not going to help 
in digging the grave of the Nambya language.”

     “
I would have preferred my child 
to learn Nambya as a subject but 
what disheartened me is most 

teachers who are teaching Nambya 
cannot even construct a simple 

sentence in the language.
Onita Sibanda, a parent

 ”
“My daughter who was in the third grade once had 

homework in the Nambya subject which 
was sent via WhatsApp. Parents asked the 
teacher to explain the homework but that 
teacher failed to construct a sentence and 
explain her homework.

“Instead, she confirmed that she did not 
even know Nambya.”

A survey carried out by this publication also 
indicated that instructors who are teaching 
Nambya in schools are college students on 
teaching practice (TP).

Lawrence Moyo, a local author 
and poet who has published his 
work in Nambya echoed similar 
sentiments saying the protection 

of the Nambya language from 
the face of extinction lies in the 

education system.

“As parents, we need to encourage the 
learners to be proud of Nambya. Let us 
encourage them by choosing Nambya as a 
subject in schools,” Moyo says.

“The conservation of the Nambya language 
starts with us as parents. Most parents are 
losing confidence in our language, and thus 
they opt for a different language other than 
Nambya.” 

But Moyo believes the establishment of a 
Nambya community Museum may help in 
the preservation of the language and the 
Nambya tradition.

The Nambya Community museum has 
been on the cards for years.

Nambya is one of the indigenous languages 
spoken mainly in Hwange district and in 
some parts of Binga. It is recognised in 
the Zimbabwean Constitution alongside 15 
others. 



Fear of Wild Animals Force 
Parents To Delay Enrolling 
Pupils For School
Areas worst affected by human wildlife conflict include Chidobe, Chikandakubi, Silewu, 
Mabale and Makwandara.

by Lethokuhle Nkomo | @The_CBNews

“J une 5, 2017 brings the most painful 
memories in my whole life. This is the 

day I lost my child who had just turned 7 and 
was doing Grade1 at Lupote Primary School,” a 
tearful Vena Mbiwa says.

boy did not return home.”

“I was then alarmed by screams of my 
neighbours who were terrified by a collard 
lion which was lying beside my boy. The 
picture of my dead child lying next to a lion 
will never fade away.”

Human and wildlife conflict haunts 
communities living in the peripheries of 
the national parks in Hwange district with 
a number of parents in the area delaying to 
enrol their children for school because of 

Mbiwa’s child was mauled to death by a lion.

“On the fateful day, it was early morning when 
I sent my boy to ask for some firewood from 
neighbours as I prepared for him to go to school, 
and that was my last conversation with him. My 



the fear of wild animals while some children end 
up not enrolling for school altogether.

Vusi Moyo, a father of a nine 
year old boy who learns at 

Kanyamambizi Primary school 
in Jambezi, says he delayed 

enrolling his son for Early Child 
Development (ECD) classes 

fearing wild animals that freely 
roam around the area.

At exactly 5:30 am Moyo walks his son from 
Mukanda village to his school, passing through 
the thick Mopani forest which is home to hyenas, 
buffalos, lions and elephants.

According to the Zimbabwe Wildlife Parks 
and Management Authority (Zimparks), the 
human–wildlife conflict is accelerated by the 
establishment of homes closer to the wild animal 
buffer zones.

A local Pastor from Seventh Day Adventist in 
Jambezi says his church is extending a hand in 
helping the villagers to deal with human-wildlife 
conflict.

     “
When there is fuel in the church car, 

I sometimes sacrifice to drive the 
learners to school because we cannot 
let children stop going to school. To 
make matters worse we are the ones 

who invaded the homes of these 
animals by establishing homes and 

expanding our fields.
Seventh Day Adventist pastor

”
Hwange Rural District Council (RDC) 
chairperson Sinikiwe Nyathi confirms 
that human wildlife conflict was affecting 
learners in the district.

“We have often received cases where 
children meet elephants on their way to 
and from school. It becomes a danger to 
the learners if they meet the animals when 
it is charged,” Nyathi says.

The elephants are a menace during drought 
and farming season as they invade villages 
in search of food in the fields.

Although the Hwange RDC has 
established a base section with 
rangers and scouts to deal with 

problematic animals, Nyathi 
says poor telecommunications 

network coverage is a challenge, 
and it hampers rapid response 

plans.

“We have a problem of network connectivity 
in our rural communities. Whenever we 
have a human-wildlife conflict, villagers find 
it difficult to communicate with rangers, 
hence exposing children to more danger,” 
Nyathi reveals.

To ensure learners are not denied access 
to education because of fear of the wild 
animals, the RDC is now building schools 
closer to villages.

“In order to assist the learners who are 
exposed to human–wildlife conflict, the 
Hwange RDC has built pre-schools closer 
to their homes. We have built these in 
human–wildlife prone areas,” Nyathi says.



Increase In Vending Licence 
Fees Threatens Livelihoods
The country’s economy has seen a drastic 
collapse since 2000. Once a fairly industrialised 
country, Zimbabwe is now a vast informal 
economy.

by Vusindlu Maphosa | @The_CBNews

W ith the scarcity of formal jobs as 
companies downsize or close shop 

altogether because of the harsh economic 
environment, the major source of income for a 
majority of locals is vending.

    “
The increase in vending 
licences by the council is 
suffocating our means of 

livelihood and we are likely 
to be out of business soon. 

Even the US$36 that was 
being charged before the 
increase was too much.

Sithabile Moyo, a vendor

”

But the vending licence fees have skyrocketed 
beyond reach with Hwange Rural District Council 
(RDC) increasing fees from US$36 to US$114, thus 
jeopardising informal traders’ incomes, vendors 
in Hwange claim.

For Sithabile Moyo, vending has been her only 
source of income to sustain her family for the 
past years but the new fees threaten her business. 



The Hwange Vendors and Traders Association 
(HVTA) has since appealed to the Hwange RDC 
to consider reducing the vending licence fees.

HVTA spokesperson, Elton Mguni says the 
increase is a blow to traders as they have not 
yet fully recovered from the COVID-19 induced 
lockdown losses.

“We are deeply saddened by this because 
most of us have been hit hard by COVID-19 
induced lock downs since 2020,” Mguni says.

“We have written to the Hwange RDC to 
review these charges. We are not saying we 
don't want to pay but we ask them to revert 
to the previous fees and this will be better for 
us.”

Mguni says the informal sector employs many 
in the face of high unemployment rates. The 
collapse of the economy has seen thousands 
of traders flooding the streets.

Hundreds of thousands of 
school leavers are graduating 

with no hope of formal 
employment. Unemployment 
now hovers around 85% and 

for many, the only hope is now 
in the informal sector.

In a letter to Hwange RDC, Greater Whange 
Residents Trust chairperson Fidelis Chima 
and the HVTA described the new informal 
trading fees as outrageous.

   “
We are shocked at how you 
arrived at that amount of 

an annual fee…We are very 
much alive to the fact that 

before you came up with new 
tariffs you were supposed to 

consult us as key stakeholders 
and unfortunately you never 

bothered.
The letter reads in part

”
“We therefore beseech you to revert to 
previous fees of US$36 as we are not able to 
pay new rates.”

But Hwange RDC chief executive officer, 
Phindile Ncube says he has not received any 
complaints from informal traders. 

He however says his office is ready to engage 
with informal traders.

“I have not received any formal communication 
from the affected traders. I suggest the 
affected individuals approach my office. I 
stand ready to engage our stakeholders. Any 
tariff adjustments that affect our people in 
their operations are dealt with in terms of the 
law,” Ncube says.

Indications are that an estimated 300 
registered vendors operate under Hwange 
RDC, and fears are bound that the figure might 
decrease due to the increased licence fees. 

Several hundreds of other vendors are often 
engaged in running battles with municipal 
police as they do not pay the vending fees at 
all and operate illegally.



Farmers Lose Hope As 
Crops Wilt, Drought Looms
A few days ago the Meteorological Services Department (MSD) announced that cloud 
seeding had started in some parts of the country to augment rain but farmers feel this is 
a little too late

by Bokani Mudimba | @The_CBNews

A drive along highways and feeder roads in 
Matabeleland North reveals a sad state of 

affairs as farmers desperately wait for the rains to 
salvage what is left of their wilting crop.

shattered by the prolonged dry spell.

Most areas last received meaningful rains in 
January, though occasional showers in some 
parts were received lately. 

Dube says she also wakes up each morning 
to go to her fields to guard crops from being 
devoured by roaming wildlife.

    “
It’s painful to watch the fruits 

“I was hoping to get a bumper harvest this year 
considering I planted more plots than I did last year 
but it looks like this has all gone up in smoke,” says 
Funani Dube, a communal farmer in Mabale area, 
Hwange district.

“The dry spell has killed all hope. Maize, groundnuts 
and beans are a write-off and my only remaining 
hope is on sorghum and millet, that is if we can get 
meaningful rains now.”

Dube is among many farmers whose hopes have been 



of your hard labour disappear 
into thin air. Each passing day 
I look at my crops turning grey 

and only hope God will smile at 
us one day and bring rains that 
can salvage the little that is left.

Funani Dube, a communal farmer

”
A majority of farmers embraced the government 
conservation programme better known as 
Intwasa.

Jane Sibanda, also from Hwange in Mwemba, says 
the situation in the fields is depressing.

“We hear the Meteorological Services Department 
saying rains are coming but every day nothing 
happens. All my three maize plots and groundnuts 
are a write-off. My hope is on sorghum which is at 
vegetative stage,” Sibanda.

Most farmers in Hwange, 
Tsholotsho, Binga and Lupane 

among other districts are convinced 
2022 will be a drought year as the 

rains have been erratic.

Last season most farmers had a bumper harvest as 
the country received normal to above normal rains.

The Meteorological Services Department (MSD) 
predicted a likelihood of normal to above normal 
rainfall in the 2021/2022 farming season. 

The rainy season usually runs from October to March.

Light rains have been falling in some parts of 
Matabeleland North but farmers feel they need heavy 
rains, at least once, for the crops to survive.

Dorah Tshuma of Makwandara area who planted 15 
plots of maize, sorghum and millet as well as legumes 
says cattle will also be affected as pastures disappear 
while available water sources also dry.

“There are no two ways about it, this year we are 
likely to face serious drought. By now we should be 
enjoying fresh farm produce but as we speak there is 
nothing at all,” says Tshuma.

“Local streams and pools of water are beginning to 
dry up. We might have serious water problems this 
year and this will affect our livestock. In the bush 
pastures are drying up and we fear our cattle will 
succumb to hunger.”

Government, through the Presidential 
Input Scheme and Intwasa 

programmes, supplied farmers with 
agricultural inputs such as seeds and 
fertilizer including fodder seeds for 
livestock farmers. But without rain, 

these inputs will amount to nothing.

For Matabeleland North, meaningful crop farming 
is practiced in Umguza and Nyamandlovu areas, 
Lusulu in Binga and Matetsi in Hwange.

Other parts are sandy, rocky or infested with wild 
animals that devour crops.

Matabeleland North provincial Department of 
Agricultural, Technical and Extension Services 
(Agritex) officer Dumisani Nyoni believes that there 
is still hope for the late crops, especially small grains.

“We are still assessing the situation as yet with hope 
of getting rains so that those who planted millet 
and sorghum to at least get something. We can’t 
rightly give up now but generally the situation is 
bad, considering that people had planted hoping 
there would be meaningful rains,” says Nyoni.

Acting Chief Mvuthu says the central government 
would need to be prepared to distribute food 
handouts to its citizens.

“Some still have grains from last season but some 
may have finished and this may not last them the 
whole year. So the central government will need to 
be very alert of communities that are likely to be 
affected by hunger,” Mvuthu says.

However, speaking in Tsholotsho last Saturday, 
former Vice President of the country Kembo 
Mohadi said no-one will starve as he addressed a 
Zanu-PF campaign rally.



Dry Spell Poses 
Double Loss For 
Farmers The fight against COVID-19 continues in 

Zimbabwe following an increase in cases  as 
two more people have succumbed to the 
virus which amounts to 394 cases.

The vaccination programme is continuing 
countrywide with 4 397 105 people having 
received their first dose, 3 428 435 receiving 
their second dose while 161 408 receiving their 
third dose.

COVID-19 Cases 
Increase To 394

The prolonged dry spell experienced across 
the country in recent weeks has affected 
pastures, leaving farmers in Matabeleland 
South in fear of losing their animals.

The dry spell has also damaged crops, 
crushing hopes of recording a good harvest.

The Zimbabwe Energy Regulatory Authority 
(Zera)’s  announcement of an upward review 
of the price of petrol and diesel emanates 
from the Russia and Ukraine war which is said 
to have partly contributed to the hike.

Zimbabweans feel fuel price hike was too 
immediate and not dragged, which shows 
how vulnerable our economy is to growing-
political risks worldwide.

Russia-Ukraine 
War Triggers 
Fuel Price Hike

Zimbabwe Food 
Inflation Bites 
as Millers Raise 
Prices on Russia 
Crisis
Zimbabwean millers have raised prices for 
the staple maize meal and flour as the Russia-
Ukraine conflict pushed up global grain and 
fertiliser costs, raising the risk of hunger in 
a nation already fragile from COVID-19 and 
economic mismanagement.

This current Russia military onslaught has 
not only destroyed lives and infrastructure in 
Ukraine, but also brought unprecedented food 
insecurity and social upheavals in Zimbabwe. 



Using Local Stories to Shine a Light on 

Regional and International Issues
Running a news venture is not easy; one needs to consistently learn how to fail and pivot.

This article was first published on Medium by the Zimbabwe Entrepreneurial Journalism Program (EJP). 
Supported by the U.S Embassy Public Affairs Section in Harare, the EJP seeks to empower a new breed of 
hyperlocal content creators in Zimbabwe to build and launch sustainable niche journalism and media ventures 
to serve their communities. 

by Davidson Kaiyo | EJP Creator 2022

W hen I applied to the (Zimbabwe) Entrepreneurial 
Journalism and Mentorship Program (EJP), I was 

demotivated after failing to make an inroad in my initiative,the 
African Conversations. I launched the online news portal in June 
2020 and it ran for a year and half before it went bust. A number 
of factors led to the news portal to go offline and lessons were 
learnt along the way. Bootstrapping a media venture is not easy. 
I tried to monetize the website but it went under before I could 
earn anything from it.

on a fresh pedestal.

My failure in the initial launch of the platform is the drive behind 
my desire to learn as much as I can. I must say, this has been 
a wonderful experience. So far, we have had two packed block 
sessions and one public event which left me motivated that 
a media venture can be done and successfully implemented. 
Learning from people like Zenzele Ndebele and Munya Bloggo 
has been a transformational experience.

Since I started this program, I have reconnected with the few 
content contributors I worked with in the first launch. Luckily, 
most of them have committed to contribute in the future. I have 
managed to refine the idea behind The African Conversation 
to include any positive stories that are happening across the 
continent though with a bias towards local stories. I have learnt 
that the platform needs to be consistently fed with content from 
across the continent which may inspire others to rise and build 
their communities. Creating a wide network of contributors is 
the lifeblood of the platform so as an EJP Creator, my goal is to 
build vital connections across Africa to make this work.

This EJP program has exposed me to tools such as CODA and 
Slack which I have in turn also introduced to my colleagues. 
These tools have revolutionized the way we work now. Even 
Google Doc is proving to be a great tool to use in the office 
space. These tools are now an integral part of my day to day 
activity.

Through EJP I have learnt about crafting a value proposition for 
my project and I am in the process of creating one for the African 
Conversation so that we can be focused on delivering value to 
our audiences in preparation for the relaunch. I look forward 
to networking more with content creators across the continent 
so that I have contributors in all the 54 African countries as 
well as in the diaspora. My vision is to have the news platform 
up again by the end of the training program and to make sure 
the media product is monetized from day one. In addition, the 
EJP has exposed me to tools such as CODA and Slack which 
I have in turn also introduced to my colleagues. These tools 
have revolutionized the way we work now. Even Google Docs is 
proving to be a great tool to use in the office space. These tools 
are now an integral part of my day to day activity.

My passion for African integration and the desire to see African 
stories being told from the ground up propelled me to try again 
each time I failed. The EJP could not have come at the right time 
as I was looking at ways I could learn more about entrepreneurial 
journalism and how to monetize content.

I was exposed to the issues of African Regional integration when I 
joined the now defunct Institute for African Integration (iAi) where 
we were working with policy makers across the region as well 
as grassroots organizations mainly the cross border traders in 
different SADC countries. The idea was to be a bridge between the 
elites and the man on the street who is most likely to be affected 
by policies made at government, regional and international levels. 
Such policies include free movement of persons across borders, 
one stop borders andAfrican passports among others. I then 
realized that there was a missing link in terms of information 
dissemination. The need for regional integration information has 
been made more necessary with the coming up of the African 
Continental Free Trade Area (ACFTA) in 2021 after a COVID-19 
induced delay.

A majority of the ACFTA information is technical and is meant for 
experts and policymakers — the elites. The Africa Conversation is 
a platform that is meant to change that. The plan is to make the 
common man on the African continent have an appreciation of 
regional and international issues through a local perceptive. So 
when the call for the first cohort of the EJP was issued I made it a 
point that I apply motivated by the desire to relaunch my initiative 
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Locals Risk Arrests and 
Drowning To Poach Fish Worth 
$30 A Day
In Matabeleland North’s Lupane and Bubi districts, the desire to earn a living through 
fish poaching outweighs risks of drowning and prosecution as many struggle to find 
legal means of survival. 

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

O nward Sibanda (41) walks an estimated 
two kilometres distance almost daily 

from Mpofu village to Lupane shopping centre, 
and nearby residential suburbs where he sells 
fresh fish to local residents. 

Other villagers in Mpofu and Madojwa 
village and surrounding areas have also 
embraced fishing for a living.

One has to be licensed and given a permit 
to operate fish legally.

Environment Agency officers also have the 
powers to seize equipment and vehicles 
belonging to fish poachers.

But the majority of villagers 
are into illegal fishing using 

A bucket of fish earns him between US$25 and 
US$30 depending on the size of the fish.

“We have no fixed prices as some customers 
negotiate for lesser prices and most of the time 
we compromise,” Sibanda, an illegal fisher, says.



makeshift boats and mosquito 
nets to capture huge amounts of 

fish.

Sibanda’s wife drowned when a boat they 
were using capsized while crossing the Bubi-
Lupane Dam on their way to Madojwa village. 

Despite the sad memories, Sibanda says the 
need to take care of his family outweighs the 
risks.

“At the end of the day, we have to survive 
hence most people are forced to engage in 
illegal fish poaching,” he says. 

Nonsikelelo Moyo adds: “I don't even know 
the processes one has to undertake to obtain 
the permits. We play cat and mouse with 
authorities and the little we get keeps us going 
as a family though I admit the canoes we use 
are a risk.”

Bubi-Lupane Dam was constructed between 
2009 and 2021 and has a holding capacity of 
40 million cubic meters.

Late last year, President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa commissioned a new water 
treatment plant at Bubi-Lupane Dam. 

The plant has a capacity of about 9600 cubic 
meters per day. The President also launched 
a 200 hectare irrigation scheme. 

Bubi-Lupane irrigation scheme is a 
community project under the Agricultural 
Rural Development Authority (ARDA) where 
180 hectares are being utilised for wheat 
production and other cereals.

But the dam which meanders along the Mpofu 
and Madojwa villages is now a death trap for 
fish poachers.

Tawanda Mazango, Lupane Youth 
Development Trust programs coordinator 

says the development of the dam has brought 
its fair share of problems mostly associated 
with drowning of illegal fish poachers.

    “
As Lupane Youth for 

Development Trust, we 
recommend that all activities 

at the dam be strictly regulated 
by relevant departments of 

parks and Zimbabwe National 
Water Authority (ZINWA). 

Young ones must at all times 
be accompanied by elderly 

persons.
Tawanda Mazango 

”
Lupane Dam provides water to the nearby 
growth point, residential suburbs and the 
Lupane State University (LSU) for its agricultural 
activities.

According to the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO), fish, like all other aquatic 
fauna are managed under legislation governing 
wildlife and other natural resources. 

In Zimbabwe, the Parks and Wildlife Act is 
the principal legislation and management 
law governing the development, control and 
management of fisheries.

Possession of fish caught in 
contravention of the Act is an 



offence punishable by a fine, the 
amount of which is stipulated in 

the relevant statutes.

But it is emerging that the natives of Lupane 
have not been privileged to acquire permits 
to fish legally and sustain their livelihoods. 

The fish poachers use mosquito nets or 
homemade canoes and sometimes try to poach 
water for sale to housing contractors.

Mazango says the situation has been worsened 
by the creation of the Lupane-Bubi irrigation 
scheme meaning they have been marooned in-
between. 

“We have noted that whenever the dam spills 
young people flock to the dam wall spillway side 
for swimming. That dam has also limited the size 
of the grazing lands of the villagers.” 

“It has created a wall barring their livestock to 
cross and graze the rich pastures in the forestry 
commission areas,” says Mazango
Last week a 13 year old minor, a pupil at 
Tshayamathole Primary school drowned while 
in the company of his teacher and several friends 
of his age. 

In a police memo seen by The Citizen Bulletin, 
the teacher was fishing using a bunch of old 
mosquito-net from a shallow looking body of 
water.

Mazango however, acknowledges that the 
construction of the dam has widened economic 
activities for Lupane youth.

“These include fishing, garden and small 
livestock rearing projects. So far, fishing is the 
major economic activity provided by the dam to 
nearby communities,” Mazango says.

“Resources permitting, there are other 
opportunities for youths to develop water 
related recreation activities on and surrounding 
the dam. Moreover, the dam has managed to 
solve perennial water shortages the town has 
been experiencing during the past years.” 



L anguage is like a gem 
in a shell. The shell is 

like a people that carry the 
language. If our language is 
taken away, then that would 
be like a pearl that is gone. 
Our home languages connect 
us with our ethnic groups and 
help to shape our identity as 
a people. 

Our tribal names, Ndebele, 

Tonga, Nambya, Venda, 
Kalanga and others are our 
language names. According 
to available statistics from 
the Zimbabwe Schools 
Examinations Council (Zimsec) 
the number of learners 
interested in indigenous 
Languages and Literature 
in Indigenous Languages in 
particular are being depleted. 

This is a cause for concern 
really on why are our 
children shunning their 
pride and identity in terms 
of language? Why are our 
young people no longer 
interested in studying 
Literature in indigenous 
languages? Where is this 
lack of motivation to learn 
our literature in indigenous 
languages emanating from? 

by Thabani H. Moyo | @thabanih

Our young people should take advantage that the current curriculum is designed in such a 
way that promotes all languages found in Zimbabwe.

Are Indigenous Languages 
Endangered?  



One thing I know for sure is 
that Literature in languages 
is rich with good texts. Many 
literal bodies promoting 
literature in indigenous 
languages have come up with 
projects promoting these 
languages.  

It is only through 
studying our 

languages that we 
can understand our 
complex indigenous 
cultures. When we 
lose interest in our 
languages we lose 
our pride and self-
worth as a people. 

Our languages are a 
fundamental marker of 
our distinctiveness and 
cohesiveness as different 
people. It will appear as if our 
people forget that language 
describes our cultural 
attachment to our region, 
cultural heritage items, and 
puts meaning within the 
many cultural activities that 
we do. It is through our 
languages that we are bound 
together as communities, 
cultures and as individuals. 

What we need to understand 
is that our languages are 
sacred to us. Every language 
is sacred for those who speak 
it. Words are given to us by 
the land and those words are 
sacred. What does it mean to 
belong to a culture? The land 

needs words, the land speaks 
for us and we use the language 
for this. Words make things 
happen.

Words come not only from 
our land but also from our 
ancestors. It is for this reason 
why we must put value to 
our languages. The next 
generations must understand 
what it means to speak 
and have pride in our own 
languages. They must know 
that knowledge comes from 
our languages.

Language is ownership; 
language is used to talk about 
the land. Language is what we 
see in our people. Language is 
what we know of people. That 
is how we identify ourselves. 
Being you is to know your 
language.  It is like that root 
from the tree. Language 
is a community–a group of 
people. The next generation 
must know that they do not 
only speak the language but 
generations upon generations 
of their families have also 
spoken it. The language 
recognises and identifies 
them, who they are and what 
they are.

Knowing our own indigenous 
languages and cultures plays 
the biggest role in growing 
our spirit, connection to our 
land and the stories of our 
ancestors. With our language 
we know where we belong; 
we know the names from our 
land.

There is a need to have 

processes of re-awakening 
and revitalising indigenous 
languages before they 
are no longer spoken 
and remembered. It is a 
strong tool in personal and 
community development. 
Indigenous Language 
learners must have feelings 
of wellbeing, self-respect, 
empowerment, identity, 
self-satisfaction and 
belonging when hearing 
and speaking their ancestral 
language. Showing respect 
to indigenous language 
and culture, learning about 
and using the language will 
help in understanding their 
historical backgrounds and 
identity. 

It is a strong tool in that it 
provides many beneficial 
social, emotional and 
educational gains to 
people. It is for this reason 
that as a people we should 
encourage our young 
people to be proud of their 
languages. They should 
take them up in schools 
and know that from them 
they are linking the past 
with the future. 

We need to read our 
Literature in indigenous 
language texts for human 
development as well as 
for leisure. If our children 
are not careful they will 
wake up to find that other 
languages have taken over 
their cultural space and are 
forced to use a language 
from another culture. 





Locals Express Concern Over 
‘Underdevelopment’ Caused 
By Recalls Of Their MPs, 
Councillors
In Matabeleland North, residents believe 
politically motivated recalls of their 
representatives from parliament and local 
councils has stalled development, but to what 
end? 

by Calvin Manika | @The_CBNews

I n Matabeleland North, communities say the 
recall of their councillors and legislators from 

local government and Parliament has slowed, if 
not stopped projects.

“We had community projects which needed 
implementation and our councillor was already 
doing that and making strides towards the 

development of our community.”

“You must know that, we had voted him in 
office, meaning we had confidence in him. 
He was doing well, but we just heard on the 
news that he was recalled. It’s not fair,” says 
Sarah Mpala of ward 6, in Hwange.

Over 100 councillors and legislators were 
recalled in 2021 by the MDC-T led by Douglas 
Mwonzora.

However, residents in the 
areas in which elected leaders 

were removed from office 



describe the recalls as selfish and 
not electorate centred. 

Residents say, even if they are going to the by-
elections, they cannot recover lost months of 
development.

Former Binga North MP Prince Dube was 
recalled from parliament last year in October, 
claims the biggest loser is his constituency.

     “
We had about 4 dams that were 

under construction when I was in 
the parliament. We had classroom 
blocks at about three schools that 

were stopped. We had about 4 clinics 
that were under construction which 
were interrupted. It is important to 
take note that yearly from the time I 
was elected we used to gravel and re-
gravel the roads. But after the recall, 

all those things stopped.
Prince Dube, former Binga North MP

 ”
People in the affected communities believe the 
laws allowing for recalls must be amended to 
ensure the electorate is also consulted.

“I think in a democracy it’s us the electorate 
who must be seen often recalling elected 
officials than party leaders unless it is justifiable 
to the electorate,” Innocent Phiri of Binga says.

The constitution under section 149 (1) (k) allows 
for the recalls of councillors and legislators.

Matabeleland Institute for Human Rights 
(MIHR) coordinator Khumbulani Maphosa 
says the recalls affect the electorate the most.

“It is a pity that in Zimbabwe the concept 
seems to be abused a lot in terms of political 
grandstanding as well as fixing dissenting 
voices and muzzling the voice of the people 
and voice of criticism. That is the challenge 
we are having with the system of recalls,” 
says Maphosa.

    “
Secondly we need the process 
of recalls to have checks and 
balances because currently 
it’s a blank cheque and it 
affects the enjoyment of 

human rights and freedoms 
especially of the electorate.

Khumbulani Maphosa, MIHR coordinator

”
Citizens Coalition for Change (CCC) aspiring 
MP for Tsholotsho South, Tapson Nganu 
Sibanda says the delay in having the by-
elections had an impact on development.

“The main challenges faced by people of 
Tsholotsho South this time around are 
hunger as crops, particularly maize has wilted 
due to moisture stress. So it means since the 
death of the former MP, the constituency has 
been suffering without representation,” says 
Sibanda.



by Amanda Ncube | @The_CBNews

Poor Families Fear PVO Could 
Decimate Livelihoods 

 
Violet Dube from Gwanda is one of the 
beneficiaries.
 

    “
I was able to get pads 

for a year’s supply 
from Asithuthukeni 

2021 and I’m still using 
them. If it wasn’t for 

this intervention I don’t 
know what I could have 
done as sanitary ware is 

expensive.
Violet Dube

”
 
Dube and Moyo are among the many 
people in the province who have benefited 
from NGO social welfare schemes targeting 
widows and other vulnerable groups.   

Some of the NGOs run supplementary 
feeding schemes mainly at schools and in 

S ilethemba Moyo from Gwanda has 
‘acquired’ an unusual skill of identifying 

vehicles carrying food aid by their sound long 
before they appear.

For locals who rely on humanitarian support, 
the government’s mooted Private Voluntary 
Organizations (PVO) Bill signals the end to 
food aid which has kept many poor families 
in Matabeleland South’s Gwanda area alive 
for several decades. 

This saves Moyo the distress of seeing her 
grandchildren coming back empty-handed from 
the business centre where food hand-outs are 
delivered by Non-Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs).

Moyo cannot visit the fields to till the land 
because of a disability and has been surviving on 
food aid.
 
“I can tell if it’s a haulage truck or bus from a 
distance with ease. Most of the haulage trucks 
will be carrying food aid,” Moyo says.

“I receive food from Nkomwa Foundation Trust 
and it really helps me. My grandchildren are 
attending school under the BEAM programme.”
 
Moyo says she doesn’t know how she will survive 
when the Trust is forced to stop operations.
 
Elsewhere in rural Gwanda, Asithuthukeni – a 
Matabeleland South based youth organisation – 
distributes free sanitary wear in various districts.



poor communities.

But these NGOs face an uncertain future following 
plans by the central government to amend the 
Private Voluntary Organisations (PVOs) Bill, 
alleging political bias. 
 
The Act seeks to amend the Private Voluntary 
Organisations Act, giving the State unfettered 
powers to snoop into operations of Civic 
Society Organisations (CSOs), Trust and other 
humanitarian organisations providing charitable 
services.

A research commissioned by 
the Zimbabwe Human Rights 
NGO Forum in collaboration 

with the Southern Defenders and 
Accountability Lab in February 

reveals that NGOs spend as 
much as US$800 million annually 

on social support schemes 
targeting women and other 

vulnerable groups.
 
Government only provides less than US$100 
million for social support programmes that 
includes health, education, water and sanitation, 
among others, according to World Bank statistics.

“For instance, according to the 2022 National 
Budget statement, during the period of January 
to September 2021, the country received 
development assistance amounting to US$647.8 
million, of which US$401.9 million was from 
bilateral partners and US$245.9 million from 
multilateral partners,” the report reads.
 
Nkomwa Foundation Trust founder Pick Nkomwa 
says she worries for the beneficiaries if the bill 
sails through.

“It is with great concern that we fear that the 
adoption of the Bill, with its current propositions, 

will dampen the spirits of donors and well-
wishers,” Nkomwa says.

Nkomwa’s organization relies on donations 
from local and international partners to 
continue providing support to people with 
disabilities and the disadvantaged.

“We are gravely concerned with the 
stringent and cumbersome PVO registration 
process,” Mkomwa adds.
 
“We are in full support of the need to have 
a framework to provide clear laws towards 
preventing any potential abuse of and by 
private voluntary organisations but it has 
to be convenient to the PVOs.”
 
Parliament is carrying out public hearings 
on the PVO Bill. The Bill was gazetted in 
November 2021.
 
The central government has defended 
the Bill as necessary to comply with 
recommendations made by the Financial 
Action Task Force on money-laundering 
and terrorist funding

But Alice Masawi from the Women Coalition 
of Zimbabwe shares Nkomwa’s fears.
 
“The central government does not have 
enough money to cover all groups that 
need assistance. Many people will be 
affected if this intervention ends, especially 
the vulnerable groups,” says Masawi.

Masawi’s organization supports the 
underprivileged including the disabled with 
legal assistance as well as offering shelter to 
victims of sexual abuse.

“It is sad that such an important lifeline of 
humanitarian aid particularly for children 
might be cut off, putting the children at 
ever greater risk,” Masawi adds.




